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The Independent Commission on Growth and Public Service Reform in Non-Metropolitan Areas
Purpose of report

For discussion.
Summary
Non-metropolitan areas account for roughly half of England’s economy and population. But their mix of businesses, and the challenges faced by areas of less dense population, of more diffuse transport networks, of market towns, green belts, and small cities, are different, and so is the pattern of governance. Appendix A outlines a draft terms of reference for an Independent Commission on Economic Growth and the Future of Public Services to review the economic, social and demographic trends facing county areas and the challenges they face.

Board members are asked to discuss and agree the remit of the Independent Commission and how it will work with the Board. 
The Board will be joined for this item by Sir John Peace, Chairman of the Independent Commission on Growth and Public Service Reform in Non-Metropolitan Areas. Greg Clark, Minister for Local Growth, will also join the meeting and give a view on the work of the Board and the Commission.
	Recommendation

That the Board discuss and agree the remit of the Independent Commission and how it will work with the Board.

Action

In line with the Board’s direction.



	Contact officer:  Paul Raynes
	

	Position:             Head of Programmes
	

	Phone no:           0207 664 3037
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